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Government terminated relations with Russia, and the Chapt<
Soviet mission was withdrawn, Canada acted separately nL
and secured the withdrawal of the trade delegation.
When again in 1929 the British Labour Government
renewed relations with the U.S.S.R., the Dominions
remained aloof, and Canada would not accept the sug-
gestion of the reception of any trade delegation. In-
stead it was made clear that the British action did not
in any way affect the attitude of Canada, and it is
significant that the Russian Government adopted the
same position, suggesting that, following on British
recognition of the resumption of relations, further
arrangements should be made with the Dominions.1
So in 1931 recognition of the Spanish Republic was
decided upon by the common agreement of the Do-
minions and the United Kingdom.
The distinct character of the Dominions is again
revealed in their right to appoint consuls of their own,
as the Irish Free State has done in the case of the
United States and France and the Union in the case
of Mozambique. These officers are under their sole con-
trol, and it rests with their Governments to recall them.
Similarly it seems that during the period (1929-32) of
strained relations between the British Government and
the Vatican over the question of clerical intervention
in Maltese politics, it was recognised that, even if the
British Government decided to sever diplomatic rela-
tions with the Vatican, there would be no possibility
of that Government recalling the Irish Free State
Minister there, who would remain under Irish control.
It has indeed been suggested with plausibility that the
British Government may have weighed this considera-
1 Keith, Journ. Camp. Leg. xii. 98, 99.